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pA ■ The column-like pattern, No. i, forms one piece of a set of 
decorations for the entire side of a room. It is embroidered in 
two colours on a foundation of what is usually called satin-jean. 
The work is veiy handsomely carried out, and is after a design 
drawn by Mr. Walter Crane, of South Kensington. The strips of 
embroidery on a dark ground, No. 2, form the centre-piece or top, 
and side-pieces of the hangings for a doorway, and are similar to 
set made in the school for the decoration of an apartment in 
Windsor Casde. The ground is of maroon-coloured velvet, the 
leaf-work is of silk, and the flowers are wrought in worsted. The 
design was drawn by Mrs. Percy Wyndham. The two square 
designs are intended for screens. The flowers are embroidered 
with white silk, while the delicate leaf- work is of a pale grey-green 
shade. Many of the smaller objects, such as napkins and other 
articles, might be made available in an American home, but in any 
case the display is worthy of the attention of all persons who are 



interested in fine needlework. This school of needlework is under 
the patronage of the Queen, and is very prosperous. 

Our next design represents an ornamental centre-piece produced 
by the Middletown Plate Company, of Middletown, Connecticut. 
It is named ' The Barge of Venus,' and its novel beauty of form 
is well shown in the engraving. The shell-shaped barge is lined 
with gold, and the outside shows the tasteful satin finish. Cupid 
stands upon the lofty prow, driving the swans with golden ribbons, 
and the well-known American water-plant, the cat's-tail, springs 
from the water on either hand. The figures of the swans and the 
driver, Cupid, are neatly modelled, and it must be admitted are in 
the highest degree artistic in their effect. The execution of the 
feathery coats of the swans is very elaborate, and resembles the 
hand or hammered work when executed in solid silver. The pla- 
teau, or water-surface, is highly polished, and the border is orna- 
mented with a gracefully-executed wreath of laurel. 




Si'/ver Piece, from the Middletown Silver-plate Company. 



The base is oblong, and is covered with a looking-glass plate, 
and the four little figures at the corners are richly gilded and repre- 
sent music. The sides are etched with designs after familiar 



American plants. The combination of gilded work, burnishing 
and chasing, in the production of this piece, is very rich in effect, 
and harmonious as well. 



THE NATIONAL PORTRAIT-GALLERY. 



I HIS London institution has just now acquired by purchase seve- 

^ ral important additions to its treasures. These are : i. Mary 
^udor, as " Ladi Mari," aged twenty-eight, anno 1544, a much-injured 

ut quite genuine picture, and similar to an engraving by Hall, on panel, 
With gilding. 2. Mary Queen of Scots, at the time she was a prisoner 
at Sheffield, dated 1578. The brand of Charles I., " C. R.," surmounted 
°y a royal crown, is on the back of the very strong oak panel. These 

yo pictures have lain hid at Beaurepaire, a seat of the Brocas family 
^^ Hampshire. 3. Angelica Kauffmann, by herself, an oval half-length, 
^e size of life, holding a book and port-crayon. 4. Anne Oldfield, 



grandmother of the first Earl of Cadogan, who was brought in state to 
the Jerusalem Chamber, and refused a monument in Westminster Abbey, 
where she is buried beneath the memorial of Congreve. She was " Nar- 
cissa," the subject of Pope's satire : 

" One would not, sure, be frightful when one's dead— 
And, Betty, give this cheek a little red ! " 
" Betty " was Mrs. Saunders, an actress, Mrs. Oldfield's companion, who 
described the grave-clothes of her mistress in terms which are well known. 
5. Rachel Lady Russell, widow of Lord Russell, the patriot, in mourning, 
seated in a pensive attitude : a good Kneller. 



